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August 2011  

ñWhere two or more or three are gathered in my name,  there I am among 

them.ò Matt18:20. 

 
The Conference Executive Team and District Presidents gather to make plarn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Events 

Memphis Conference Annual Day 

All Things New 

Sept. 24, 2011 Jackson First UMC 

Jackson, TN 

Registration 8:45 am to 9:15 am  

 

 

 

 

 

M.O.R. 

MISSION OUTREACH RETREAT 

Saturday and Sunday 

November 12 and 13, 2011 

Lakeshore Methodist Assembly, Eva, TN 



The Presidentõs Page 
Mary Mooney  

ñWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-

peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability.ò   (Acts 2: 1-4) 

 

I recently had an opportunity to attend a ñlanguage coordinator seminarò with the 

United Methodist Women.  At the time I wondered why I needed to attend this 

seminar as the language in the Memphis Conference is one that I can understand, 

mostly a southern drawl. I did remember we have one Hispanic Church.  During 

the presentation one of our leaders was of Greek descent so we each received a 

headset to transmit her language in order to understand her message.  Maybe we 

did need a translator!  Now she spoke the English language as well and held a 

question and answer time.  There were several conferences that had as many as 5 

different language coordinators.  I begin to realize I lived in a small world.  One 

incident that happened made me fully understand what it meant to not be able to 

understand the ñwordò.  We had to break into small groups and my group was 

from the same area.  They began to speak in their own native tongue, of which I 

could not understand one word.  When they realized I did not speak their lan-

guage they immediately began to speak in my language.   As they were language 

coordinators they knew my language as well.  Our Hispanic church in our confer-

ence must feel the same way I did when some of our United Methodist Women 

members visited them. 

I know I am too old to learn a new language, but I learned one thing, God has 

given us a way to communicate through our actions and our love shown for each 

other.  When we reach out to Women, Youth, and Children in Missions all over 

the world, we are speaking the same language.  This is our day of Pentecost. 

I look forward to seeing you at Annual Meeting September 24th at Jackson First, 

Jackson, TN., remember this is the time we will be bringing our Layette Kits for 

those in need. 

There are many changes coming up this year, one being our old ñFFFò which is 

now called ñMORò, ñMission Outreach Retreatò,  November 12-13, 2011 at 

Lakeshore.   We hope to have more hands on missions for all ages. 

Blessings to each of you 

óAll of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other 

languagesò  

ñGod has given us a way to communicate through our actions 

and our love shown for each other. ñ 



WHAT IS GRACE PLACE MINISTRIES?  
DǊŀŎŜ tƭŀŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ aŜƳπ
phis, TN. Grace Place joined the United Methodist Women and was issued a charter on September 22, 
2010. They are a vital, active district unit in the Asbury District and have been very busy in mission activi-
ties. One project they are currently working on is making mats for the homeless out of plastic (Wal-Mart 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅύ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎŀŎƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǘΣ ƭƻƻǇŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀƭƭǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtƭŀǊƴέΦ ! Ƴŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ 
display at CMEE. The mats are amazingly soft, repel parasites, are moisture resistant, durable, lightweight, 
and make a great temperature barrier.  
Please save your plastic grocery sacks for Grace Place District Unit to help them as they support the 
homeless through this mission project. Another way to help them with this project is to make the plastic 
ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎŀŎƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ άtƭŀǊƴέ όǎŜŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  
Bring your sacks and/or plarn to any UMW district or conference event and they will be delivered to 
Grace Place. Or you may contact Rev. Diane Harrison (info. below) for mailing instructions.  
Lb{¢w¦/¢Lhb{ Chw tw9t!wLbD t[!{¢L/ .!D{ !b5κhw a!YLbD άt[!wbέ  
(Plarn is what the plastic bags are called after they are ready to crochet. It is short for plastic yarn.)  
Because the ladies at Grace Place are not allowed to have regular scissors, you can help them by preparing 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōŀƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ Řŀȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǌƻƭƭ 
ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀƭƭǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŜƭǇΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊǎΦ  
1. Group your bags into similar sizes. Use a Wal-Mart bag as the standard. If it is much thicker or thinner, it 
will throw off the size of the stitch. Clear dry cleaning bags cannot be used: they are too thick.  
2. Smooth the bags out and stack them up with bottoms and tops lined up. You can do about four at a 
time.  
3. Fold them in half lengthwise and then in half lengthwise again. Smooth it out.  
4. Cut off the top and the bottom of the bag. Be sure the entire bottom seam is cut off and cut far enough 
below the top so that you have a straight edge top and bottom.  
5. Cut the bag in half and then in half again. If you have a larger bag, use the pieces cut from a standard 
size bag as a guide for how wide to make them.  
6. If you want to go on and roll it into plarn, simply loop the pieces together and then roll them into a ball. 
Keep your knots as tight and small as you can. Roll into balls larger than a cantaloupe and tuck the end un-
ŘŜǊ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴǊƻƭƭŜŘΦ  
God bless you for your willingness to help the ladies of Grace Place UMW District Unit. If you have any 
questions or would like more information on ways to support Grace Place please contact Rev. Diane Harri-
son.  
Rev. Diane Harrison Email: graceplacemin@aol.com Phone: 901-552-5151  
(Email is preferred since it is her only method of contact during working hours at the prison.)  

 
Only as high as we reach can we grow. 

Only as far as we seek can we go. 
Only as deep as we look can we see. 

Only AS MUCH AS WE DREAM CAN WE BE. 



DEANS REPORT from CMEE 2011 

 

ñWOWò!!! A great time was enjoyed by all at Lambuth this weekend.  Our theme was ñAll Things Made Newò. Christ 

makes all things NEWé. Our hopes, our dreams, our lives. Christ invites ALL to be in relationship with Himé. to have new 

life. 

 

Our studies included: Spiritual Growth:  Coming out on the Side of Grace, Forgiveness 

and Reconciliation. 

 were lead by Pastorôs Dan Leslie and Sharon Karamoko. The study focused on rebuild-

ing personal, family and community relationships.  

 

Geographic: Haiti was lead by Pastor Birgitte French and Mrs. Marva Usher Kerr. The 

study helped us to understand the impact of the earthquake in 2010 and focused on ways 

available for us to help the people of Haiti to recover. 

  

Social Issue:  Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity was lead by Rev. Steve Copley. The study invites 

us to look at why we are involved in mission and how we proclaim the Good News in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Youth study Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity was lead by Pastor Judd Mowery and the chil-

dren study Haiti was lead by Pastor Jerome Scales Jr. 

 

We were lead in music by our Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator Marilyn Ramsey and our pianist was Leah Jean 

Rollins. 

   

Our Registrar Kay Poyner reported that we had 112 in attendance 11 first timers, 5 scholarships, 2 from other Conferences 

(study leaders).  

 

The displays in the learning center were great and very informant, they offered important information on the issues studied 

and mission projects involving the Memphis Conference United Methodist Women. 

 

Pat Calhoun was unable to attend this year but her mission projects table was displayed and information was available for us 

to carry back to our Units on the projects. 

 

Linda Akers introduced the new Southeastern Jurisdiction representative. Congratulations to Mary Lou Wurth for that posi-

tion. Congratulations Mary Lou!!! 

 

On Friday night for our Mission project we put together a total of 140 school and 15 teacherôs bags that will be shipped to 

Haiti. We also received an offering to help with the shipping of the bags. 

 

All participants were invited to stop by the Prayer Chapel that was set up in the lounge of the Carney Johnson Building and 

spend some quiet personal time with God. 

 

And of course Aunt Bee stopped by to invite us to visit the Book Nook and while she was there she had trouble with the steer-

ing wheel on her car, but not to worryé Goober arrived on Friday to repair it and she was on her way to purchase more read-

ing books.  

Evaluations: over all our Christian Mission Education Event was great and enjoyed by all. We were asked that we remember 

the hearing impaired when planning for our next event. Everyone is looking forward to next year. 

 

A special thanks to Lambuth Staff for the use of their beautiful campus for CMEE 2011 and a special thanks to Milan First 

UMC and Craig Ramsey for the use and driver of their church bus to transport participants to locations of events and also the 

Youth of Wesley Chapel and Dresden First churches for taking the time to come help us get moved in and set up and assisting 

on Saturday in helping us move out. 

 

ñTO GOD BE THE GLORYò 

 

Melba Mitchell 

Dean, CMEE 2011 



 

Treasurer, Delores Smith  

 

August 13, 2011 

Memphis Conference United Methodist Women-We are having a wonderful year so far. Many excit-

ing things are going on around the conference. My hope and prayer is that we will come together to 

meet our pledge to mission this year. Our pledge is $190,500.00. Our pledge to mission for the first 2 

quarters is $41,594.47, so we need a strong 3rd and 4th quarter. Please make your plans to attend Con-

ference Annual Day at Jackson First United Methodist Church on September 24. You will have 2 op-

portunities to contribute to our pledge. 

We will again collect the offering by districts, so your offering that day will count toward your 

district pledge. 

We will have gift to mission cards for sale at Annual Day. We have a variety of cards for dif-

ferent occasions. Each card is $5 and each purchase will count toward your local unit 

pledge. 

I urge you to be in prayerful consideration of your individual and unit giving for the year. Letôs work 

together to end 2011 strong for mission giving. Letôs follow the example of our foremothers and de-

cide what we are willing to give up for mission giving. Give until your heart says stop! 

 

Yours in Mission, 

 

Delores 

 
What do you give the person that has everything? The Clarion! Great news, invi-
tations to wonderful events, and a chance to meet and grow with incredible 
Christian ladies. Donõt keep it all to yourself, pass it on! You could just ôhappenõ 
to leave one in a Hospital waiting room.. Maybe on a plane. Send me the email 
address, and Iõll be sure to send them the link.  
Someone new in the neighborhood? Give them a copyñgreat way to start conversation and in-
vite them to your next gathering. Itõs another way to say, òGlad youõre here!ó  
 



Memphis Conference UMW 2012 Budget 

  

Administrative Expenses/Postage/Phone 200.00 

Administrative Travel Expense 2800.00 

Annual Conference 750.00 

Annual Meeting/Officer Training 500.00 

Annual Report and Directory 1000.00 

Archives 100.00 

Assembly/SEJ 5000.00 

Audit 2000.00 

Church Women United-Ky 75.00 

Church Women United-Tn 150.00 

Christian Mission Education Event 5000.00 

Communication Expense 1750.00 

District A & M D 25035.00 

Education & Interpretation 100.00 

Legislative Event 350.00 

Mission Outreach Retreat 2000.00 

Program Resources 2400.00 

Retiring Officers' Recognition 1000.00 

So Atlantic Regional School 8000.00 

Southeastern Jurisdiction Expense 1905.00 

Spritiual Growth Retreat 2000.00 

Unanticipated/Dependent Care Expense 350.00 

 62465.00 

  

Pledge 190500.00 

  



 

Darnell WaggonerðNominations Committee 

I am a proud member of Browns United Methodist Women where I currently serve as Treasurer.  I 

served three years in the past as our Unit President and 2 terms as Vice President.  I served 4 years as 

the Spiritual Growth Coordinator for the Jackson District and later as the Secretary for the Jackson Dis-

trict.  My association with UMW began under the watchful eyes of two very special ladies, Ms Frances 

Tomlinson and Ms Bobbie Blackmon.  I learned so very much from these ladies and it is my way to 

honor them as I continue my journey with UMW in the District and Conference.  Ms Mae Herrington 

and Ms Pat Pruett have also been inspirations to me as Women of God and willing to serve where God 

leads them.   

  

I live in the Browns Church community in Jackson, Tennessee and have attended Browns Church for at least 30 years.  I have 

served as Treasurer for our church and I also teach our 3 thru 7 year old children on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.  I 

retired from Bellsouth after 30 years and am currently working for Alexander Thompson Arnold PLLC as an Office Administra-

tor. 

 

My children, Tom (Christy) Waggoner and Tammy (Jason) Vickers, are my inspiration and mean the world to me.  Tom and 

Christy live in Gadsden, TN and have one daughter, Riley, who is 7 years old.  Tammy & Jason live in Germantown, OH and 

have 3 children; Landon, 11; Rylan, 9; and Addison 2.  My grandchildren keep me young at heart and spirit.   

Cheryl JohnsonðVice President  

 

Cheryl Johnson was born in Memphis, TN.  She attended Idlewild,  Fairview Jr. High, Central High 

and graduated from White Station High School. She then attented the University of Tennessee and 

Florida International University with a BS Degree in Finance.   

 

Cheryl and her first husband lived in Coral Gables, Florida, for over 25 years. She worked in Man-

agement and Investment Banking leadership for Citibank in Miami.  After her husband's death and 

her retirement from Citibank, she moved back to Memphis is 2000. 

 

She then Joined Christ United Methodist Church and became a member of Joy Circle and the Lamp-

lighters Class.  She held the office of Vice President of CUMC's UMW organization.  Sheôs active in the Germantown Volunteer 

Corps, Germantown Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Germantown Class of 2004, Brooks Museum League, Decorative Arts 

Trust, and English Speaking Union. 

 

In 2005, she married Reverend Don Johnson, formerly of Central Church in Memphis and now the Chaplain of Kirby Pines Re-

tirement Community and Producer of nationally syndicated radio music program entitled "Afterglow." 

Earnestyne ToneyðMembership,. Information not available at press time. Will send out information by email as soon as itôs 

available.  

 

The nominee for The Charter for Racial Justice is yet to be announced.  

Nancy PuckettðNominations Committee  

My name is Nancy Puckett.  I have lived in this area all of my life. Iôve been happily married to Richard 

Puckett, and we have two children and three grandchildren.  I have been Dyersburg District Education & 

Interpretation Coordinator for the past 4 years. I served one term as Dyersburg District President, have 

worked as Membership Coordinator in years past. I have been in United Methodist Women for over 20 

years and have been very blessed to know a lot of special and dedicated ladies over the years. I am a 

member of Fulton First United Methodist Church, and I feel very humbled and Mission Minded to serve. 



Are YOU ready for MOR? 
 

The Feminine Fall Fling has a new focus. 

ALL MISSION, ALL OUTREACH.  

With that new focus comes a new name. 

 

Ladies, you are formally invited to the 2011 Mission Outreach Retreat. 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all 

the places you can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as 

ever you can. ï John Wesley 

 

If you are looking foré 

 

-opportunities to participate in UMW missions in a hands-on, product-producing, 

 experiential way 

-a speaker whose organization reaches millions of people around the world 

-a weekend away in a beautiful, wooded area on a lake 

-sômores, movies, games and 

-fellowship, worship, and praise 

 

éthen you are ready for MOR! The Mission Outreach Retreat will be held at 

Lakeshore in Eva, TN on Saturday, November 12th through Sunday, November 

13th. 

 

All ages are welcome! 

 
Communications Corner    Pat Dunker 
Are you looking for activities for your circles? The possibilities are endless, and now we have a 
new one! On page 3, youõll find instructions for making plastic yarn. The new unit, Grace Place, 
is using it to make plastic mats for the homeless! The directions are simple, and itõs a great an-
swer to what to do with all of  those wal-mart bags. The bags are cut down to simple loops. Af-
ter itõs connected together, the girls at Grace Place ôcrochetõ it into mats. These mats are water-
proof, and keep the user off of the cold, hard and sometimes wet ground. I hope youõll find 
time to make some  òplarnó. Bring it with you to Conference Annual Day, and weõll make sure it 
gets to them! 
 





Memphis Conference United Methodist Women  
39th Annual Meeting:  ALL things New  
Jackson First United Methodist Church  

Jackson, Tennessee 38225  
Saturday, September 24. 2011  
Registration 8:45 to 9:15 a.m.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Form May Be Duplicated As Needed/One Person per Form  

Registration Fee: $15.00 (Includes lunch )  

Make Check Payable To : Memphis Conference United Methodist Women  

Send Form and Check To :   Meredith Bingham  

                                               267 River Common West 

                                               Memphis, TN  38120 

                                               901-747-4432 

                                               Email: mbingha@bellsouth.net 

Reservation Deadline:  September 8, 2011  

Please Check Appropriate space(s):  UMW Member___  

 Local President___   Guest___  District Elected Officer___  

 Conference Elected Officer___  Alternate Voting Delegate___  

Voting Delegates:  

·         The local unit president is the official voting delegate from her unit. An alternate shall be ap-
pointed in the event that the president cannot attend or is also an elected District or Confer-
ence Officer.  

·        The elected Conference Executive Committee and the elected District Executive Committee 

are voting delegates to the Annual Meeting.  

 

District _____________________________________________________  

 

Print/Type Name_____________________________________________  

 

Phone # ____________________________________________________  

 

Address___________________ City____________ State___ Zip______  

 

Church_____________________ City_________________ State ______  

 

Emergency Contact _____________________Phone #_____________  



 

Pat DunkerðCommunications Coordinator 

Sandra MauneyðSecretary 

Memphis Conference United Methodist Women 

St. Paul United Methodist Church 

2949 Davies Plantation Road 

Lakeland, TN 38002 

patdunker@bellsouth.net  

What did YOU miss out on at 

CMEE? 

 

Donôt miss any more fun! 

Send in your registration for 

MOR today! 


