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Clarion  Fall 2010 

a community of women whose purpose is to 

know God, and experience freedom through 

   Jesus Christ... 

 Upcoming Events 

 
September 25 -  Conference Annual Day 

    Dresden First United Methodist Church 

 

October 30 -   Conference Executive Team  

    Capleville UMC 10:00 AM 

    

November 13-14  Feminine Fall Fling 

    Lakeshore Methodist Assembly 

     Eva,TN 

The Memphis Conference United Methodist Women will hold the 38
th
 

Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 25th, 2010 at Dresden First 
United Methodist Church located at 105 South Church Street, Dresden, 
Tennessee 38225-0108. Registration will begin at 8:45 am, and the as-
sembly will begin at 9:30 am.  
This yearôs theme is ñLetôs Get Togetherò. We are going to celebrate 
what we, as a conference, have been doing in mission this year.  We 
are going to have worship, music, reports, devotion, motivation and fel-
lowship.  We will elect officers for the coming year and celebrate the 
contributions of outgoing officers.  ñThe Book Nookò will be open for 
business with many UMW materials and selections from the Reading 
Program.  We will conclude the morning session with Communion.  
Lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall of Dresden First.    . 
District Officers are encouraged to attend the Officerôs Training session 
immediately following lunch.   There will also be a wonderful opportu-
nity to learn more about Sudan. Beth Brown and Michael Blake will be 
making a presentation on their recent Mission trip to Sudan. This  
session will be open to all those not attending an officers training ses-
sion.  Remember that ñThe Beauty of Sudanò is one of our Mission 
Studies for 2010.   This will be an excellent opportunity to learn about 
Sudan from people that have been there.     
Make your plans to be at Dresden First on September 25, 2010.  Cost 
is $15.00 for registration and lunch.  Commuters fee  (Registration ïno 
meal) is $2.00.   
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The Presidentõs Page 
Mary Mooney  

From the President 

We all have our ups and downs in life, but life goes on.  Assembly was one of the times I felt lifted 

up.  I love to hear the stories the women tell of their experiences in their journey.  I especially en-

joyed hearing Rev. Anita Phillips, a member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and an elder in the 

Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference.  She led us in four directions of her life and others as well.  

Another point of interest was when the Past Womenôs Division Presidents spoke to us.  One of those 

past presidents was Mai Evelyn Gray, who served 1976-1980, and I believe she was the only African 

American woman to serve in this capacity.  Sad to report she became ill shortly after this.  I had a 

phone call Monday evening from a member of the Wesley United Methodist Church in Jackson let-

ting me know Mai had died.  She served her Lord and the United Methodist Women right up to the 

end by her appearance at Assembly. 

 

Yes I was lifted up by my experience at Assembly, but, when I returned to Millington Sunday eve-

ning I found I had another direction to go.  Our Flame Center was filled with people who had lost 

their homes, their belonging, no where to go.  Some only saved the clothing on their back and they 

were wet.  I needed Assembly to help me get through all that was going on when I returned.  I imme-

diately began to try and help a young man whom I had more or less adopted and helped him through 

his bout with cancer about 7 years ago.  At that time the Doctor had only given him a year at the 

most to live, but the Lord had other plans for him.  I found another home for him, making curtains, 

finding him a recliner to sleep in (he cannot sleep in a bed) and many details to help him take care of.  

Today I drove him to his home that was devastated, to meet with a FEMA lady who was accessing 

him home and loss.  I cannot describe what I saw and the stench that filled the air.  All his belong-

ings were still inside, but most of the homes around him were surrounded with soiled, wet furniture, 

waiting for those things to be picked up and taken to a land fill.  Sometimes when devastation hits 

other areas we feel sorry for them but cannot begin to comprehend what they are going through, we 

still have our comfortable home to return to.  When this happens in my own back door it makes me 

understand my sorrow is nothing compared to theirs.  I write this not to bring you down but to lift 

you up.   It gives me an opportunity to serve my Lord by serving others.  God did not cause this to 

happen, He loves all His children and does not want to see anyone suffer. 

 

On a different note our Spiritual Retreat at Lakeshore was once again a great experience.  To me it is 

always a time of renewal for our body and soul.  If you were unable to attend this year perhaps you 

can place it on your calendar for 2011.  I look forward to attending CMEE in July.  Our leaders are 

diligent preparing for this session and I expect it to be a great time together at Lambuth.  I hope you 

will be able to attend our Annual Conference at Collierville this year, all United Methodist Women 

will be recognized.  Our metaphor this year is ñgardenò and the United Methodist Women will pre-

sent a skit portraying what United Methodist Women is all about.   Our report will be Monday after-

noon around 2:00 or 3:00 pm.  The United Methodist Women Annual Meeting will be held at Dres-

den September 25th.  It is going to be an exciting program and I know you do not want to miss it.  

(Remember those flood buckets all of you brought to Annual Meeting last year to help those people 

in Mississippi, well a truck load was delivered to Millington First for the Memphis Conference to be 

given to those in the area of need, we helped others and now they are helping us) 

 

ñGet to know Jesus well, because the more you know Him, the more youôll love Him, and the more 

you love Him, the more youôll want to follow Him, and the more you follow Him, the more youôll 

become like Him, and the more you become like Him, the more you become yourself.  (ébecause 

you were created in the image of Godò).    Ned Erickson 

 

Keep sharing the storyé. 

 

Mary Mooney  

 

Sometimes when 

devastation hits 

other areas we feel 

sorry for them but 

cannot begin to 
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through, we still 

have our 

comfortable home 

to return to.   
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Mary Mooney ð President 2011-2012 
"Mary Mooney has served as Conference President 2009-2010.  Her other service to 

the United Methodist Women is Conference Treasurer, Conference Nominations  

Committee, District President, District Treasurer, Southeastern Jurisdiction member at 

large,  Methodist Healthcare Auxiliary Treasurer and President.  She said she is doing 

what she loves, serving her Lord." 

Marilyn RamseyñSpiritual Growth Coordinator 2011-2012   
Marilyn has been a member of United Methodist Women since 1972.  She and her hus-
band, Craig, live in Milan, TN.  They have a daughter, Laura, who lives in Nashville with 
her husband, Andrew,  and a son, Jim, who lives in the Denver area with his wife, Leigh, 
and their 2 boys who are grand! 
She has been active in her local unit serving as president as well as several other offices and 
belongs to the Lillian Rust Circle.  On the District level she has served as District President 
and Communications Chair of the Jackson District and served another 4 years in the 
Brownsville District as Program Resources Chair to finish out her tenure.   Marilyn was appointed Conference 
Parliamentarian under the leadership of Beth Brown and has served as Conference Spiritual Growth Coordi-
nator the last 2 years. 
She has led singing at several Conference events, including CMEE (the last two years) and Annual Meeting.  
She has done extensive solo work, and is a member of the Adult Chancel Choir and Hand-bell Choir at her 
church.  She works full time for Telephone Switching International, Inc.(32years) in a sales capacity, but finds 
time to help whenever she is asked. 

Eddie Grigg, Chairperson for  Committee on Nominations. 2011-2012 

Eddie is  a member of Germantown UMC.  Sheõs part of the McKendree District, and she resides in Ger-
mantown.  She was President of her local unit in 1986 and 1987.  Sheõs also held the office of Spiritual 
Growth Coordinator, Education and Interpretation Coordinator.  Sheõs also held the district offices of Presi-
dent, Spiritual Growth and Parliamentarian, and was currently serving on the Nominations Committee.  

Here is the new slate of  Nominees for 2011-2012!  

Pat Dunker-Communications Coordinator   2011-2012 
Pat came to Tennessee in 1993. She joined the United Methodist Church in 1994, and married John Dunker in 
1995.  
Sheõs been Memphis Conference Communications Coordinator since 2009. Since accepting the position, sheõs 
put the Clarion on the web! With her husbandõs help, sheõs created a website for the Conference. Itõs been a 
real learning experience that she wonõt soon forget!  
In January 2008, Pat joined First State Bank in Union City. Sheõs a member of Fulton First United Methodist 
Church, where sheõs part of the Chancel Choir. Pat and her husband are also part of a contemporary Christian 
praise team with Aileen Leslie, Nancy and Richard Puckett called òRestored Joyó. Sheõs also on the Worship 
Team. She was the Chairperson for the Mission/Outreach Team, Sunday School teacher, and was part of the 
team that helped the church get involved in the startup of the local food bank; it has grown to involve 6 more 
churches. Pat enjoys reading (when she can) and singing . 
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Here is the new slate of  Nominees for 2011-2012!  

Dorothy Bush - Nominations  
Dorothy is a retired Registered Nurse and a member of Fulton First United Method-
ist Church. She has served on various committees of the church and the Church 
Council.. She is a member of the Chancel Choir and the Lay Persons Visitation Pro-
gram. She is also active in her local UMW Unit serving as Circle Chairperson, previ-
ous Vice President and President. In the  Dyersburg District UMW, she was Mission 
Coordinator for Education and Interpretation, Vice President, President, and is cur-
rently the Parliamentarian. Dorothy has also been active in her community as a Liter-
acy Tutor, volunteer and member of the board for Twin Cities Care Mission for Ful-
ton and South Fulton. 

Gracie Collins - Nominations 2011-2014 
Gracie Harris Collins joined Friendship United Methodist Church in 1995. Prior to 
uniting with Friendship UMC, she was a member of St. Matthew Missionary Baptist 
Church for 28 years. Her Christian experience has included teaching Sunday School, 
singing praises in the choir, greeting as an usher, coordinator of Vacation Bible 
School, Sunday School Secretary, Outreach Chairperson and Communion Steward. 
Since becoming a United Methodist Woman she has been President and Vice Presi-
dent. On the district level, she has served as Nominating Committee and as District 
Historian. She is an active participant in weekly Bible Study and Sunday School. Her 
favorite passage of scripture is Psalm 121. 

Meredith Binghamð Secretary 2011-2012 
Meredith attends Wesleyan Hills United Methodist Church in Memphis, Tennessee 
and has been a member there since 2000.  Her first committee assignment at 
Wesleyan Hills was to chair the Nurture and Evangelism Committee and she now 
serves as Chair of the Church Council and Board.  Being Chair of Church Council 
and Board also means she serves on the Finance and Stewardship Committee, 
Board of Trustees, Nominations Committee, Worship Committee and Staff Pastor 
Parish Relations Committee, and Childrenõs Ministry Team. Our Childrenõs Minis-
try is the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and she is in Level I training for this 
ministry and oversees Level I Atrium on Sunday mornings. 
She currently serves as President of the United Methodist Women of Wesleyan Hills.  She was Vice President 
of the McKendree District UMW and a member of the Program Committee for the Conference.  Meredith 
serves on the Board of Trustee for Hannahõs Hope and Recording Secretary for the Methodist Hospital Auxil-
iary. 
She has been employed at Buckeye Technologies Inc. in Memphis for a little over 40 years in various Adminis-
trative positions. Meredith has been divorced for many years and even though Godõs plan was for her to have 
no children, He blessed her with a wonderful niece and nephew who considers her their òsecondó Mom, and 
now have a great-niece and great-nephew.  God also has blessed her with the members of Wesleyan Hills who 
she proudly calls my friends and family.  Being involved in UMW has also blessed Meredith with the opportu-
nity to meet and learn from the most incredible women. 


