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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The Clarion          February 2011 

a community of women whose purpose is to know 

God, and experience freedom through   

 Jesus Christ... 

Conference Happenings  
March 3-4    Conference Team Meetings   

    Milan First United Methodist Church  

 

April 7-8    Thur ïFri    Spiritual Growth Retreat 

April 9-10  Sat-Sun Lakeshore Assembly, Eva, TN 

 

May 14   Next Clarion Deadline 

 

June 5-7   Memphis Annual Conference  

    Paducah, KY 

June 25-28   SASCM Regional School Ferrum, VA 
   

On the Inside.. 

Storms Damage from the storms. 

As you know, our conference recently experienced some pretty heavy 

storms.  If you know of someone in our conference needing help with 

clean up, whether itôs damage to their homes, downed trees, etch, 

thereôs something you can do. Report that damage to Bill Carr, our 

Conference Director of the Disaster Response Team. Youôll find more 

information and numbers to call on page 9.  

 

Youôll meet our speaker for Spiritual Growth Retreat, Rev. TroyAnn 

Poulopoulos on page 3 and find the registration form on page 4.   

For a special story of love, sacrifice and dedication, go to page 6.  

Those are just highlights.. . from the inside.. 
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Greeting to all of you for the beginning of 2011! 

 

ñYou know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my com-

panions.  In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak 

remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, óit is more blessed to give than 

to receiveôò. 

Acts 20: 34-35 

 

These are the words from Paul as he prepared to board a ship on a journey to Jerusalem, not 

knowing what would happen to him, but expecting to be thrown into prison.  Perhaps we think 

of this passage of scripture to mean monetary value.  I believe it means more than that.  We 

must give of ourselves through our ministry of serving God.  When we made a decision to be-

come a member of the United Methodist Church we were asked the question, ñWill you be 

loyal to The United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, and your service?ò 

 

I say this with emphasis on sharing this wonderful good news.  It brings me back to thinking of 

the beginning of our ñWomanôs Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 

Churchò in 1869.  In fact I have been writing the history of our early beginnings for our local 

unit newsletter.  There have been so many changes since that day, maybe we feel some are 

good changes and others we may not agree with, but we do know when society changes we 

change.  Perhaps many of us have heard ñBut we have always done it this wayò, or perhaps ñI 

donôt mind change as long as it doesnôt affect meò.  Change is inevitable and we have to accept 

it or be left behind and I do not want to be left behind.  Even with the changes in society our 

commitment will/should always remain the same. 

 

Perhaps some of you have not heard the story from Beth Brown as she made her way to Sudan 

as a Volunteer in Mission.  At our Annual Meeting in Dresden, she and Michael Blake told 

their story.  She was overwhelmed with joy as the ladies from Medina reported to her they had 

raised $10,000.00 for a well in Sudan.  Beth had held a service of commitment and celebration 

for the re-organization of this unit.  Oh what joy it is to hear of the commitment these ladies 

made.  I am hoping we can recognize these ladies at our Annual Conference in June and again 

at the United Methodist Women Annual Meeting in September. 

 

We are going to have a special Mission Project this year.  My source says there is a need for 

20,000 Layette Kits, so we are asking each local unit to help us reduce that number.  We will 

be bringing them to our Annual Meeting in September 2011, at Jackson First, Jackson TN. 

where Bill Carr, our Disaster Coordinator, will have a truck and deliver them to UMCOR.  

Mary Lou Wurth will have a special dedication for these kits.  You can find directions on-line 

at UMCOR, if you cannot find it let me know and I will mail you a copy. 

 

Keep telling the story. 

 

Mary 

The Presidentõs Page  
Mary Mooney  
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 Every once in a while we women hit a dry spell.  Constantly being asked to do this or be here or 

make that or give this, and we end up in a spiritual desert.  Needing Living Water to continue on is a must.  

We want to think of ourselves as self sufficient beings and then wonder why our well dries up.  The Spiri-

tual Growth Retreats are geared toward those times and especially the retreats this year.  Rev TroyAnn 

herself was hitting a dry wall concerning this retreat and then realized maybe that was the reason it was 

happening.  Maybe she needed to help all of us overcome those ñdry spellsðspirituallyò in our lives.  

Thus the theme for the retreat:  ñWhy Am I In The Desert, Lord?ò 

 Rev. TroyAnn Poulopoulos currently serves with The ArkWings Foundation as the Operations 

Manager and Spiritual Director for their Memphis Conference and Retreat Facility that is  

located at McLean and James Rd.  ArkWings is a mind, body, spirit wellness retreat center whose motto is 

ñTaking Care of Self to Care for Others.ò  It also has programming for at risk urban youth and works to-

wards community redevelopment in Frayser.   

 Additionally, she continues some of her work as director of a midtown based non-profit, SOULu-

tions, Inc.  SOULutions serves those in need, engages in spiritual conversations in the coffee houses and 

public places of Memphis.   

 She is a native Memphian who attended White Station High School before going to Southeastern 

Louisiana University for her B.A in education.  Next, TroyAnn completed her M.S. at The University of 

Oregon.  After teaching in Alaska for several years and being involved in outdoor education in both Min-

nesota and Alaska, she attended Oral Roberts University graduate school of theology and received her 

M.Div. in 1980.  She was ordained in the Holston Conference the following year.   

 She has served churches and specialized ministries in Chattanooga and Memphis including Christ 

United Methodist Singleôs Minister, Director of the University of Memphis Wesley Foundation, pastor of 

Galloway UMC, and Schoolfield UMC.  She is a widow who shares her house with her 23 year old 

daughter who attends the University of Memphis.  She enjoys movies, her pets, spending time with 

friends, live music of many types, theatre, and walking.   

 TroyAnn is also beginning to enjoy gardening and landscaping as she redesigns her backyard and 

participates in the Urban Gardening Program at ArkWings. You can find more about ArkWings at 

www.arkwings.com 

 I am excited to have TroyAnn as our leader and know she will bring experience and fun into our 

lives at Lakeshore.  Donôt forget to get your registration form online or from your District Spiritual 

Growth Coordinators.  Send them in early so you wonôt forget.   

 

      Blessings to all of you. 

      Marilyn Ramsey 

      Memphis Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREATS  
LAKESHORE ASSEMBLYðEVA TN 

APRIL 7 -8 or  9 -10  
  

LEADERðRev TroyAnn Poulopoulos  
 

ñWhy Am I In The Desert, Lord?ò 

http://www.arkwings.com
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