
L a m b u t h  C l o s e s  D o o r s  

S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S !  

Memphis Annual Conference June 5-7 

SASCM Regional School, Ferrum College, Ferrum, VA June 25-28 

CMEE Lambuth University,  Jackson, TN July 14-16 

Conference Team Meetings BrownsvilleñHalls August 6 

Membership Committeeñ9:30 am  

Program and Nominations Committeesñ10:15  

Conference Executive Committeeñ11:15  

CLARION DEADLINE!  August 13 

Conference Annual Day, Jackson 1st UMC, Jackson, TN September 24 

L A M B U T H  

A  F O N D  F A R E W E L L  

The Clarion 
May 2011 The Clarion  

This will be a different kind of issue. This is the last year our Christian Mission  Education 
Event will take place at Lambuth University.  
Many may not realize thisðCMEE has been held there since 1947. This is the end of an era.  
Come out and join us for our Farewell Session. There are surprises, memories and more in 
store.  
Registration form is on page 6, and itôs on the website.  
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ñAsk, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.ò  (Matthew 7:7-8) 

 

 I was one of those 60,000 plus customers of Memphis Light Gas & Water that loss power (three days and nights) during the 

storms.  Unlike many of those I was fortunate to have a generator to keep my refrigeration & freezer operating.  I could even 

watch TV and use my computer.  It did bring back memories of days gone by when our refrigeration was cooled by a block of 

ice, we heated and cooked with wood and opened the window for cool air.  I prayed for those without that electrical power and I 

prayed for those without the power of God.  While the power of electricity can be lost, the power of God is always there for the 

asking, I know for I have asked for it many times and He has never ever failed me. 

 

Ask me about the Spiritual Retreat, or ask anyone who attended!   What a glorious time we all had as our leader Marilyn Ram-

sey presented us with the very best programming  ever, and I am very sorry if you could not be with us.  Put it on your calendar 

for next year for a time of great spirituality as well as a time of learning and sharing.  Troy Ann Polopoulos led us through the 

desert all the time asking ñWhy Am I In The Desert Lord?ò . 

 

I praise the Lord for His goodness and blessings.  Christian Mission Education Event (CMEE) will be held again at Lambuth 

University this year.  It was touch and go for a while but we finally received the answer ñyesò.  I know you have all read about 

the problems Lambuth is experiencing at this time.  When they made the announcement concerning the Academic Operations 

closing on June 30, 2011, we had so much fear we would not return this year.  Between Aleda Kelly and I we did some research 

as to how many years the women have been attending Lambuth.  From the records we found our first school was September 1-5, 

1947, which is 64 years.   This is going to be a special year and I know you will not want to miss it.  See elsewhere in this news-

letter for more information. 

 

Womenôs Division is in the process of making a change.  They will be going to General Conference in 2012 to seek denomina-

tional approval for status as a separate agency of the church.  They will be ñStructurally Separate,ò but remain ñMissionally 

Connectedò to Global Ministries, rather than continue as a division of the Mission Agency.   Part of the goal, said Harriett Ol-

son, the divisionô chief executive, is to create more transparency and strengthen relationships throughout the church, as advo-

cated by the ñCall to Action planò endorsed by the United Methodist Council of Bishops.  Under the new structure, the 

Womenôs Division also would shed its name and be known as United Methodist Women Inc. a nonprofit organization.  In its 

new proposal on the new structure, the divisionôs policy committee pointed to the need to keep the concerns and perspectives of 

women, children and youth as the basis of United Methodist Womenôs work.   A conference call was set up between the Confer-

ence Presidents and New York staff.  Many questions were asked and answered, but we know it will take time to make all the 

changes they have in mind. I did have many questions as how this would benefit the United Methodist Women and I am still 

searching in my mind.  Anytime there are changes there will be some  agreement and disagreement, but we must look at the total 

picture and help to make the changes good ones.  If you would like to read more you can go online in several ways:  UMC.org  

or   

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/item/index.cfm?id=489 as well as FAQs http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/

item/index.cfm?id=487 

 

I hope you are continuing to make the Layette Kits for Annual Meeting at Jackson First, they are really needed. 

 

Blessed Be Each of You 

 

 

 

(The list and instructions for the layette kit are on next page!) 

The Presidentõs Page 
Mary Mooney  

 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/item/index.cfm?id=489
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/item/index.cfm?id=487
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/item/index.cfm?id=487


  Ladies, 

ANNUAL DAY:  

September 24 and Conference Annual Day is just around the corner.  We will be meeting at Jackson First 

United Methodist Church, Jackson, Tennessee. We are asking that in preparation for that day circles, 

units, churches, individuals assemble layette kits for UMCOR.   Bill Carr, Memphis Conference Director 

of  Disaster Response, will take them to the UMCOR Depot.  We will have a dedication service for the 

kits during Annual Day.    

The following is from the UMCOR website: 

Layette Kit - Value: $35 per kit 

All new items. Many women do not have clothes with which to welcome a newborn into the world. Layette 

kits provide them with basic supplies. 

6 Cloth Diapers 

2 Undershirts or Onesies (one piece body suit) 

2 Baby Washcloths 

2 Gowns or Sleepers 

2 Diaper Pins 

1 Sweater open in front 

2 Receiving Blankets (no quilts or knitted)  

Bundle the items inside one of the blankets and secure it with diaper pins. Do not wash the items! They 

will be considered used! 

If you knit or crochet this is an opportunity to share your skills with others.  The Mid West Distribution 

center has a pattern for a knitted sweater on their web site.  Any sweater that opens in the front will work.    

PROGRAMS: 

Do you need a program for you unit, circle, district, or other group?  I have a DVD with study guide from 

FaithTrust Institute entitled Domestic Violence:  What churches can do.  The Womenôs Division has pro-

vided one copy to every Conference.  Let me know if you would like to use this DVD .  The study takes 

one hour. 

Would you like a copy of The Tree of Life, the newsletter for the World Federation of Methodist and 

Church Women?  The Tree of Life is now available at the website:  www.wfumcw.org.  If you would like 

a copy and do not have internet access, please contact me or a district or conference UMW officer.   

News from our Vice President!  

      

  Mary Lou Wurth 
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http://www.wfumcw.org/


Lambuth Will Never Die 

  

In 1969 when I was a high school freshman, the cutest boy in Halls High School was a sophomore and had the locker right above 

mine.  You know how it is - the freshmen always have the bottom lockers at the far end of the back hall!  Well, that was OK be-

cause he soon became my high school sweetheart and for 36 years now he has been my husband, my best friend and my Christian 

soul mate. 

  

After graduating high school and Dyersburg State Community College, we married and headed off to Lambuth College (that's 

what it was called way back then!).  We rented a place at Longstreet Apartments right across from the campus and Mike began 

classes.  He found a part-time job at Sears in the Catalog Order Department and we were settled in to married life.  I was soon 

hooked on soap operas, learning to cook and writing papers while Mike worked.  I still have not figured out why my name is not 

on that diploma right along with his!  Anyway, those were wonderful years. The friendships made have lasted for decades. 

  

Our hearts go out to all of our Lambuth alumni friends and even though the name will be changed Lambuth will never die. It will 

forever live on in those memories made on that beautiful historic campus.  

  

Donna & Mike Moore (Class of 1976) 

The 

Book 

Nook 

Oh, Yoo Hoo! 
 

Memphis Conference United Methodist Women! Yes, I'm talking to you! 

 

Thank you all for the wonderful support you gave to the Book Nook at the Spiritual Growth  

Retreats.  That tells me that you are on a roll with this year's Reading Program.  Now I don't mean 

to push but I just wanted to remind you that the time is rushing by quickly.  Your reports will need 

to be in to your District Program Resource Secretary by the first of August so she can get them to 

me by the first of September! So put on your flip flops, grab those reading specs and get out there 

in that porch swing.  A good glass of fresh lemonade and a couple (or three or four) teacakes won't 

hurt either.  

 

On another note, the 2011 Reading Program list is chock full of great books - 

Same Kind of Different As Me, Weaving a Just Future For Children, The 

True Cost of Low Prices, The Noticer, Touch - all just excellent reads. 

Why, you never know just what kind of action they might motivate you 

to instigate.  Imagine that - United Methodist Women as instigators!!!! 

My, My, My!  

 

Oh, fiddle-de-dee, I've got to go for now, but look forward to seeing you at 

CMEE in July.  Happy Reading!    Donna Moore (Aunt Bee) 



A special message from our Dean of CMEE for 2011     

 Melba Mitchell  

Philippians 4:6  
òDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.ó 
 

My Dear Sisters in Christ,  
Indeed God will answer our prayers and patience is a vir-
tue!  
Oh How I prayed asking God to allow us to come together 
one more time on the beautiful Campus of Lambuth Uni-
versity to have our Christian Mission Education Event. 
Well He answered just what I asked and I give thanks to 
him; however this will be our LAST Christian Mission  Edu-
cation Event held at Lambuth University  in Jackson, TN, 
July 14 -16, 2011. I pray that we will arrive in large numbers 
giving thanks to God that he has allowed us to come to-
gether one more time, on this beautiful campus. Many have 
contemplated what we would do if we could not return to 
Lambuth but even when man says no, God is still Lord over 
ALL.  Amen. We are being allowed by our almighty Father 
to come together to reminisce, cry, laugh, talk about our 
joys our first time here, what we liked best about Lambuth 
and which Christian Mission Education Event inspired us 
the most. We may even look for keepsakes.  
My dear sisters, I am sending this special invitation asking 
you to please let us come together at Lambuth as this will 
be a very special Event for us to share.   
We have some wonderful Mission Studies and Study leaders for this year and the Study leaders 
are looking forward to sharing in our great event.  
Three of the Study leaders are first timers to serve in our Event and will be their last time to wor-
ship with us in this capacity at Lambuth.  
 
As your Dean for 2011 I pray that you will join us.  
Blessings,  
Melba Mitchell  

An invitation from Pat Dunker, Methodist Conference Communications Coordinator 

ñLambuth Legacy-CMEE Memoriesò 
We all have great memories of the Christian Mission Education Event at Lambuth University. Would you like to share them? Send 

me your memories of  CMEE. Iôm going to post them on a special page on the website.  How many times have you gone? Did 

someone special inspire you? Was there a class that touched you more than others? Were you involved in a plenary, or a skit that 

was really memorable?  

Iôm going to put them on the website. There will be a special page, ñLambuth Legacy-CMEE Memoriesò just for those memories. 

Yes, you can send a picture (limit one picture per memory). Please try to keep them short. Include the year attended, and please be 

sure to include names of those in the pictures. Send them by email to patdunker@bellsouth.net . If you donôt have email capabili-

ties, let me know and Iôll see if I can find someone close by that can help.   

This will be on the website only. If youôd like to copy it from the website, feel free! Iôll add to it as I get in more memories.  




